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Perhaps, in Mary Anne's view, she could afford the luxury of

g>od works because William was rich, whereas Mary Anne and
izzy never had much money to spare. Still, like Mary Anne,
Catherine followed the drum when her husband set forth on
political campaigns and looked after William's creature comforts.
Indeed, after William had appealed to women, at Dalkeith in
1879, having received a velvet table-cover and an album of views
from the ladies of the county, to bear their part in the political
crisis, Catherine became President of the Women's Liberal
Federation, an exceedingly early example of feminine political
activity. Unfortunately her unmethodical nature prevented her
from ever acquiring the routine of a public meeting, but then
William, in urging women to the rescue at Dalkeith, had remem-
bered they were but poor weak frail creatures. He was .asking
them, he said with that winning simplicity of style which must
have endeared him to them:

"to perform a duty which belongs to you, which, so far from
involving any departure from your character as women, is
associated with the fulfilment of that character and the per-
formance of its duties, and the neglect of which would in some
future time be to you a source of pain, but the accomplishment
of which will serve to build your future years with sweet
remembrances, and which will warrant you in hoping that
each of you, within your own place and sphere, has raised
your voice for justice, and striven to mitigate the sorrows and
misfortunes of mankind."

No doubt this admirable little sentence went straight home to
the meanest female intelligence in Dalkeith.

In the home Catherine showed herself, in the phrase of a
biographer of hers, "skilful in the general management of her
husband." She pandered to his small weaknesses, such as taking
thirty-two bites over each mouthful and liking a glass of port
after dinner, and his fad for punctuality. William expected to
dine at 8 p.m. precisely, and would wait for no one unless the
sinner happened to be a celebrity. When three people had
appeared he would give a mighty shout of "Quorum 1" and stalk
off into the dining-room.

It was in such matters as these that Catherine's sense of humour
came to her rescue.

Born on January 6th, she came under the planet Capricorn,
which rules between December 2oth and January soth. Such
people are sincere and idealistic; they do not marry in haste, and .